The Neurology of Gastrointestinal Disease by Christopher A Pallis MA DM FRCP and Paul D Lewis BSC MD MRCP ppxi+271 £5.50 London &c.: WB Saunders 1974 This book is written by a neurologist and neuropathologist on the staff of the Royal Postgraduate Medical School, well known for its gastroenterological unit. It is amusing enough to read through rapidly, and at this level provides a neurologist with a useful review of the biochemical abnormalities associated with deficiency of vitamin B12, and with more general malabsorption syndromes. There is an excellent chapter on the gastrointestinal tract in neurological disease.
The book reveals the very considerable industry necessary to collate the widely scattered material published by the two disciplines. A second reading shows the authors to be staunchly resistant to accepting inadequately documented case reports and pathological observations. In clarifying this field they have done a considerable service. This is volume 3 in a series entitled 'Major Problems in Neurology', edited by Professor John Walton. Promised future attractions include monographs on the natural history of cerebral vascular disease, and on the neurology of renal disease.
ANTHONY HOPKINS

Bums and their Treatment by I F K Muir MBE MB MS FRCS
and T L Barclay MB ChM FRCSEd 2nd edn pp x+179 illustrated £3.50 London: Lloyd-Luke 1974 This excellent book on burns has now, after twelve years, been brought up to date and, accepting that any book is out of date before publication, it gives simple help to those treating the occasional burn and considerable depth of modern knowledge to those more interested in this specialty.
The book has been revised in all aspects of treatment from progress in the past decade. The treatment of burns shock gives greater detail on plasma versus dextran in colloid replacement, and on problems of renal failure and also of glycosuria. 'Dead tissue' should be excised; the second edition gives more information on the early excision of burnt skin and the use of tangential excision.
Briefly, but with interest, the use of homografts and heterografts is outlined, and the use of lyophilized human and porcine skin.
The newer antibiotics are included, particularly with the problem of pyocyanea infection. The control of infection by the design of burns units and the use of 'hover beds' is approached by a new final chapter. This is a welcome second edition, but inflation has unfortunately increased the price from £1.35 to £3.50 in twelve years. It is still worth it. This book is one of the American Lectures in Living Chemistry series. The most valuable parts for a neurologist are the chapters on the pharmacology of drugs used in the treatment of epilepsy and the method of using these drugs. The sideeffects of the drugs are considered in some detail. The other chapters on the general problems of epilepsy and the need for d comprehensive approach in the management of patients suffering from epilepsy are less useful. They report what has often been stated in other books and articles on the subject. There is a useful glossary of terms used in connexion with the subject of epilepsy. Since the first edition was published there has been an increasing use of megavoltage equipment, many centres now having linear accelerators and some betatrons. Cobalt-60 units have been the standby and will continue in service for many years to come as they are both economical and trouble free. Hazards have been reduced by the use of radioactive nucleides as substitutes for radium and by the use of after-loading techniques. Simulators and computers are adding to fhe accuracy of planning.
The basic pattern of this second edition by Gilbert Fletcher and his team of contributors has not been changed. This very excellent bookrs a factual account of both principles and practice at the M D Anderson Hospital, with contributions from M Lederman and H B Stallard on the eye, and from I G Williams on childhood cancer. It is a comprehensive textbook, well illustrated, and with an excellent bibliography at the end of each section. Unfortunately, a book of this size and quality must be expensive.
